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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
Applicants request consideration of the references listed on the attached PTO-1449 form. 
These references were cited in an opposition proceeding filed against a counterpart European 
patent. References A2 through A52 are submitted herewith. References A53 through A63 are 
submitted with a separate transmittal letter. 

Non-patent references A19, A21, and A34 are in German. As required under 37 CFR 
§ 1.98(a)(3), a concise explanation of the relevance of these documents is provided below. The 
statements below are essentially the same characterizations provided by the parties in the 
proceedings. English language translations of the documents are not readily available but can be 
obtained should the Examiner request them. 

Reference A19: Dellweg et al. e d., Rompp Lexikon Biotechnologie. p. 354 and p. 673 
(1 992Uin German^: 

This reference was cited by the patentee to introduce a definition of the term "hairpin" as 
a "Single stranded DNA- or (in vivo more frequently) RNA-sequences, which fold back onto 
themselves forming a loop structure, and which are stabilised by intramolecular interactions". 

This definition served to demonstrate that the double stranded RNA species exemplified 
in Example U of WO 00/44895 is not a hairpin as commonly understood despite the C18 linker, 
since it is not a continuous RNA strand. Hence, prior art demonstrating hairpins cannot 
anticipate such a structure. 
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Reference A21: Fallert-Muller. ed.. 



LOfJ 



i Y ,Vol-J-Z 1 PP-448. 



449(2000)(inGennan): 

This reference was introduced by an opponent to provide a definition of the term "viroid" 
as the skilled person would read it. 

Reference A34: Letter to the International Examining Authority from Gassner & Partner 
in the prosecution of PCT/DE00/00244 CWO 00/ 448951 5 pages (March 28. 200n fin German): 

This reference was cited by an opponent. The letter states: "Double-stranded 
oligonucleotides having the complementary region of 25 or more successive nucleotides are 
known from post-published WO 99/32619." 

This statement is being filed after a first Office Action on the merits, but before receipt of 
a final Office Action or a Notice of Allowance. Please apply the $180 for payment of the late 
submission fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) (and any other necessary charges or credits) to Deposit 
Account No. 06-1050, referencing Attorney Docket No. 14174-104US5. 



Fish & Richardson P.C. 
225 Franklin Street 
Boston, MA 02110 
Telephone: (617) 542-5070 
Facsimile: (617)542-8906 
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